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Statistics since Inception

Tips 14,662
Arrests 1,091
Cases Solved 2,073
Weapons 
Recovered

89

Property 
Recovered

$2,559,581

Rewards Paid $54,565
Drugs Seized $17,973,486
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        A Message from the Chair 

Jennifer L. Olchowy  - It is an honour for me to be writing this report 
as Board Chair for our newsletter and a privilege for me to serve in 
this capacity for the 2014-2015 term, volunteering alongside such 
dedicated men, women, and young adults who make up the Crime 
Stoppers of Halton team.

What a busy time it has been for Crime Stoppers of Halton in the back half of 2014 and I am 
here to inform you that there are no signs of stopping in the new year as our 2015 calendar 
will be even busier!

Since our last newsletter, Crime Stoppers of Halton continues to raise awareness throughout 
the community attending local festivals as well as partnering with local businesses to provide 
services to you such as disposing of confidential documents with a shredding event and 
providing services to those that wish to duplicate their vehicle keys and remotes during our 
Key A Thon event with Pop A Lock. Police Coordinator Paul Proteau was also out early in 
the fall visiting local grade 9 students discussing how they can be involved in keeping their 
community safe. You may have even just recently seen our Crime Stoppers of Halton car in 
one of the local Santa Claus parades along with our ‘cop’ chasing down the ‘bandit.’

As a not for profit organization, our fundraising efforts also saw some successes with our 
annual Golf Tournament taking place in June and our Jail A Thons, which were held both in 
Georgetown and Oakville in October, along with our shred and key events mentioned above. 
We appreciate your generosity and we had a lot of fun with you coming out and joining us in 
raising awareness and funds!

Heading into January, otherwise known as Crime Stoppers Awareness month, I would like to 
invite you to visit our website for not only up to date news, events, and information regarding 
Crime Stoppers of Halton and how you can get involved but during this month, we will be 
sharing tips and news stories relevant to you. I encourage you to also sign up to our Twitter 
and Facebook account for breaking news alerts.

Crime Stoppers of Halton could not do the work we do without the support of many. I wanted 
to, on behalf of everyone at Crime Stoppers of Halton, thank Chief Tanner and the Halton 
Regional Police Services as well as our local media, and community leaders for continuing to 
help in getting our message out to the community. 

I would also like to thank our community partners and business sponsors, Crime Stoppers Police 
Coordinator Detective Constable Paul Proteau, Administrative Coordinator Laurèn Sybydlo, 
Administrative Coordinator Kristen Curry, Halton Crime Stopper Volunteer Coordinator 
Samantha Coysh, HCS Board Members and Volunteers, and the Halton community for all 
they do in supporting our mission and continuing to keep Halton as one of the safest regions 
in Canada.

From all of us at Crime Stoppers of Halton, we wish you and your family a wonderful holiday 
season and a safe and joyous New Year!
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  Sponsor Highlight

Laurèn Sybydlo - This past spring, Sean Robison, a local franchisee of Domino’s Pizza located 
at 516 Plains Road East in Burlington, was approached by Crime Stoppers of Halton to be a 
potential sponsor for the upcoming 2014 Charity Golf Tournament. “I had always assumed 
Crime Stoppers was an organization completely funded by the Government,” says Sean. “I didn’t 
realize that they depended on sponsors. I was more than happy to help out where I could.”

Sean started working for Domino’s Pizza in 1999 and purchased his first store in Aldershot in 
October 2006. Sean and his family are planning to move to Halton in the near future.  “Anything 
we can do to make our community safer is important to me. Pizza delivery businesses are highly 
susceptible to robbery and break and enter crimes,” explains Sean.  “My store was held up at gunpoint at one time.” 

When asked what advice he would give a business looking to become a sponsor, Sean had this to say: “Anything helps. 
Don’t be shy, or think that you don’t have enough to offer. I truly believe in giving back to our local community in any way 
possible. I am proud to sponsor Crime Stoppers and I look forward to growing our relationship together.” 

If you are interested in sponsoring Crime Stoppers of Halton, please contact 905-825-4747, extension 5139.  

    
    Our Administrative Coordinator: Laurèn Sybydlo 

Jennifer L. Olchowy  - You cannot help but notice Laurèn’s big smile when you are first introduced to her; you can tell she 
is even smiling over the phone when she is speaking with you. 

Laurèn Sybydlo has been Crime Stoppers of Halton’s Administrative Coordinator since 2012 and she has been an integral 
part of the inner workings and daily processes of our program. Over the past two years, Laurèn has worn many hats in 
addition to her titled position. Her experiences and drive have allowed her to lead the charge with our volunteer program, 
planning and supporting our fundraising events, taking on the role as bookkeeper, secretary, and creative designer, to 
name but a few. She has done it all with grace and professionalism.

As Board Chair I have spent a great deal of time getting to know Laurèn since I arrived at Crime Stoppers of Halton 
and not only does she get the paperwork done, her people skills are indeed notable and her humour certainly keeps us all 
laughing.

It is a bittersweet moment for all of us at Crime Stoppers of Halton to wish Laurèn and her husband well on their 
upcoming journey which will take her away from the Crime Stoppers office in 2015.   

Board Members wearing Purple for Woman Abuse 
Prevention Month In November

Supporting Haltons Women’s Place

From Left to Right: Doug Maybee, Laurèn Sybydlo, 
Jennifer L. Olchowy, Paul Proteau, 

Rod Piukkala and Jan Westcott
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Producer-Director Nick Olchowy: 
The Man Behind Crime Stoppers of Halton Re-enactments

Jennifer L. Olchowy  - As a freelance Producer-Director for over 40 years, 
Nick Olchowy has been involved in many diverse television productions-
musical variety, opera, documentaries, sports, news, and public affairs-
many of them through his association with CHCH TV.

As a matter of fact, he just celebrated his 60th anniversary with CHCH 
TV in November, 2014.

Nick began directing Crime Stopper re-enactments in 1999 for five 
branches of Crime Stoppers-Halton, Hamilton, Brant-Brantford, 

Haldimand-Norfolk-Tillsonburg, Niagara, and then Peel in 2010. 

He became involved with Crime Stoppers when the opportunity arose as the previous director was assigned to other 
duties. Nick had wanted to volunteer his time with an organization that had a great impact on not only individuals but 
communities.

Each week, he works closely with each Police Coordinator, who is assigned to Crime Stoppers by their respective Police 
Department, who chooses an unsolved crime and then provides him with a script, actors, and the location.

Once Nick discusses the crime with the Coordinator they meet at the location, he briefs the actors and with the aid of the 
CHCH cameraman, they tape the re-enacted crime. Once completed, he changes the script to match the visual, screens the 
tape at the TV station and then begins editing before it goes to TV.

Among the many re-enactments which have included bank and convenience store robberies, arson, and assaults, Nick’s most 
memorable Halton reenactment was a hit and run in which an older man was crossing the street in a quiet neighbourhood 
when he was hit and the driver took off.

Nick is extremely proud of his involvement with Crime Stoppers and volunteering his time to raise awareness and help in 
the continuous fight to find the crooks with the help of the community.

Crime Stoppers of Halton could not do the work we do without our media partners like CHCH and people like Nick Olchowy.

Reenactments can be viewed during news broadcasts every Saturday at 6PM and 11PM on CHCH TV.

Crime Stoppers of Halton at the Acton and Georgetown 
Santa Claus Parades

Thank you to our volunteers!
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A Message from the Police Coordinator 

Paul Proteau - As I sat pondering what to write about for this issue of the Tipster, it hit me immediately; our hard working 
and dedicated volunteers. When I first came into my role as the Police Coordinator at Crime Stoppers, we had a list of 
volunteers we could call and they would show up at events as needed. I found this system wasn’t good enough, as we did 
not have a connection with our volunteers. Additionally, our volunteers did not have the opportunity to share their ideas 
and provide us with feedback. I know from experience that if you don’t have regular involvement and engagement with 
volunteers, you run into high turnover rates. 

During the past year, the core of our volunteers has expanded; not only in numbers, but in diversity of age, background, 
and reasons for joining. I am proud to boast about having one of the first dog walkers, Penny Ennis, who wears a safety 
vest emblazoned with the Crime Stoppers logo and contact information. I know that Penny loves the interaction she has 
with people about the program, in addition a walking billboard promoting Crime Stoppers. I hope to have a few more dog 
walkers wearing the Crime Stoppers vests in the region over the next few years. 

In regards to all our volunteers, I know I can count on their professionalism and dedication to the program at every event. 
From displays in schools and at public events, to fundraisers and participating in the Santa Claus Parades as ‘cops and 
robbers’, their enthusiasm encourages members of the public to approach us and learn more about our program.

I’m excited about the future of the Crime Stoppers program, which is in good hands; not by me, but by the dedicated 
volunteers who selflessly give up their time to help spread our important message to the community.

Penny Ennis and Paul Proteau helping out 
Mr. Karniej at Corpus Christi making toys for kids

Road Sign sponsorship 
opportunities are now 

available! 

Thank you to Adam 
Merrett and Pop-A-

Lock for ordering the 
first signs!

If you are interested, 
please contact  Crime 

Stoppers of Halton 
at 905-825-4747, 
extension 5139. 

Crime Stoppers of Halton would like to welcome 
Xanthe LeBlanc and her team at Instant Imprints in 

Burlington to the HCS family as our newest sponsor!
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What is Crime Stoppers?
Read All About It

Kristen Curry - One of Crime Stoppers of Halton’s volunteers has written all about the 
International Crime Stoppers Program. Cal Millar, a retired reporter from the Toronto 
Star, has been involved with Crime Stoppers of Halton for years, and served on the Board 
of Directors from 2007 to 2012. During this time he rotated between being a Director, 
Vice-Chair, and Chair of the Board; but Halton isn’t the only Crime Stoppers organization 
he has experience with.  Millar has also served as a Director on the Ontario Association 
of Crime Stoppers and as a Director on the Board of Crime Stoppers International. Last 
but not least, Cal Millar is a founding member of the Toronto Crime Stoppers Program.

In his book titled What Is Crime Stoppers? Millar explains how Crime Stoppers began 
and how it operates around the world. He explains that Crime Stoppers is a charity 
separate from the Police, and protects the anonymity for anyone who provides tips. 
Millar highlights cases that were solved as a result of tips given to Crime Stoppers 
programs in addition to providing details on major cases that remain unsolved.

It is safe to say that Cal Millar knows the Crime Stoppers program inside and out, and after reading his book you will too!

Crime Stoppers of Halton’s 2014 
Golf Tournament

Thank you to our sponsors, volunteers, 
and everyone that took part in the 

tournament!

Crime Stoppers of Halton’s 2014 
Jail-A-Thon

Thank you to those that came out to 
support us in Georgetown and Oakville!
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Volunteer Highlight: Samantha Coysh
Laurèn Sybydlo  -  Crime Stoppers of Halton’s Volunteer 
Liaison position was a natural fit for Samantha Coysh, 
who has been volunteering with Crime Stoppers 
of Halton since 2012. Her involvement began as a 
Director on Halton Crime Stoppers’ volunteer Board.  
In fact, at the age of 21, Samantha was the youngest 
Director in the room. 

Before taking an active role in the charity, Samantha 
always knew about the existence of Crime Stoppers, 
but it wasn’t until she began pursuing a career as a 
police officer that she got an in-depth look at Crime 
Stoppers through her studies at Police Foundations.  
“As a resident of the Halton Region I am interested
in Crime Stoppers and the big part it plays in keeping 
our community safe,” explains Samantha. The more 
she learned about the Crime Stoppers program, the 
more interested she was to get involved.

Over the next two years Samantha not only attended 
monthly Board meetings, but also served as Board Treasurer.  She also volunteered to 
help carry out fundraising events such as the Community Shred-it Event, the Annual Golf 
Tournament, the motorcycle Ride to Ribs, One Dime at a Time with Whole Foods, and 
the Tour de Tips biking marathon.  “Finishing the Tour de Tips 100 km marathon with my 
three friends has been my best memory of Crime Stoppers so far. I have also enjoyed the 
social events such as the Volunteer Appreciation socials,” says Samantha.  

In early 2014, Samantha was hired as a Cadet with Halton Regional Police Service and 
could no longer serve as a Director; however, she still wanted to continue volunteering 
with the Crime Stoppers program. “I was attracted to Crime Stoppers for the networking 
opportunities and the opportunities to meet people I wouldn’t otherwise have the 
opportunity to meet,” explains Samantha.

Recognizing the benefit of volunteering in her life, Samantha took on the position of 
Volunteer Liaison where she helped coordinate volunteers for upcoming fundraisers, 
events, and to help extend the reach of Crime Stoppers further into the Halton community.  
“Volunteering is a great way to figure out what you want to do,” Samantha explains. “It’s 
great way to try new things, find out more about yourself, and meet other like-minded 
people.”

If you are interested in volunteering with Crime Stoppers of Halton, please contact  
905-825-4747, extension 5139. 

 
Crime Stoppers of 

Halton 
 

1151 Bronte Road 
Oakville, Ontario 

L6M 3L1

Contact us at:
haltoncrimestoppers@cogeco.net

Phone: 905-825-4747 x 5139

www.haltoncrimestoppers.com

 

Board of Directors:
Jennifer L. Olchowy - Chair

Norman Bellefontaine - Vice Chair
Jan Westcott - Vice Chair

Nadia Dimitroff - Secretary
Rod Piukkala- Treasurer

Samantha Coysh- Volunteer 
Liaison

George Guedikian - Director
Doug Maybee- Director
Wally Trapler- Director
David Wood- Director

D/Cst. Paul Proteau - Police 
Coordinator 

Laurèn Sybydlo / Kristen Curry - 
Administrative Coordinator

A safer community is 
your call!

Did yo
u know?

Samantha Coysh with Jennifer L. Olchowy
receiving her Certificate of Appreciation

• Crime Stoppers is not part of the Police. 
• We are an independent charitable organization governed by a volunteer 

Board of Directors made up of citizens representing all areas of Halton.
• Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call display and calls are not recorded.
• When submitting an online tip, the IP address is scrambled to maintain the 

tipster’s anoymity. 


